
Dear colleagues from around the globe, dear friends,

What you just have heard was a composition of music and film dedicated to Open Educational Resources (OER). We commissioned that for a premiere performance during the ICDE SCOP Meeting we organized in 2007 at the Open Universiteit Nederland. SCOP2007 was the predecessor of the Shanghai SCOP Meeting in 2008 that our colleague, prof. Chen Xin, has reported about. The theme for SCOP2007 was: ‘Open Educational Resources’, a fascinating and powerful innovative concept being applied by an increasing number of universities, also open universities (including my own), in different parts of the world. And indeed OER has been referred to in all the addresses this afternoon. This makes it an important carrier for new lines-of-thought and models for exploitation, also during this conference, both in the plenaries and in the parallel sessions. May I gently suggest in this respect not to forget to look at the two-page Summary of the 2009 Final Report of the ICDE OER Task Force, which is in your conference bag?
Ladies and gentlemen,

Erik Bosgraaf and Izhar Elias are highly-talented award-winning musicians, both having been laureates of the Dutch Princess Christina Concours, Erik on recorders, Izhar on guitars, both traditionally excelling in classical works but also inspired by modern music. They got others interested in their creative OER adventure: one of Italy's great contemporary composers Maurizio Pisati and the leading Dutch film makers Paul & Menno de Nooijer. The surrealistic movie-and-music composition WWW.OER was the result of their collaboration.
In this Opening Ceremony we have witnessed a first manifestation of the Music-during-the-Session concept that we are introducing with M-2009.
Each plenary session will be larded and charmed with compact music performances in order to make these sessions more lively and otherwise inspirational and to create moments of - let’s say - brain clearing.
We have been able to contract top musicians for this experiment:
>  Erik Bosgraaf on recorder and Izhar Elias on guitar, completed with Alessandro Pianu on harpsichord, forming the ensemble Cordevento, for this opening and for tomorrow
>  Yuri Honing on saxophone and Nora Mulder on grand piano for Tuesday

>  Michel Marang on clarinet and Wilma Thalen on violin for Wednesday.

I would like to refer you to the conference website where you find background information on all these excellent musicians. And I hope you will enjoy and appreciate the Music-during-the-Session concept.
In summary, we have three, or actually two-and-a-half, more days to go which we may label according to the lead instrument for that day:

>  Monday  =  Recorder day
>  Tuesday  =  Saxophone day
>  Wednesday  =  Clarinet day.

Ladies and gentlemen,
I’m afraid meanwhile you will be wondering when this Programme Committee Chair will start to tell something about the content of M-2009, because after all that’s where you are coming for.
Well, all right, I will not dwell too much on this, since you will find the  Booklet with the Full Programme in your conference bag and that - in my view - is self-explanatory. What I do want to say here, however, is that every day we have outstanding keynoters, too many to mention specifically, and if you don’t know them yet you will get to know them ánd their visions, their expertise, and their engagement by attending the plenary sessions.
Pages 13-18 of the Programme Booklet show you the overall programme per day. By exception I would like to mention the Saxophone day keynote by Sam Pitroda, who is Chair of the Indian National Knowledge Commission, a highly-ranked advisory body reporting directly to the Prime Minister. It’s Report to the Nation 2006-2009 contains a set of recommendations that are relevant for every developing knowledge-based economy, be it in an emerging stage or more matured. Therefore we decided to put a summary of the NKC Report in your conference bag.
An example of the visionary NKC approach is its recommendation to convert from conventional proprietary educational materials to Open Educational Resources. It seems that the Dutch with their Wikiwijs initiative presented earlier this afternoon are allies of the Indians.
Dear audience,

Recorder day and Saxophone day have identical structures. They start pretty early at 8:30 a.m. sharp - so be warned! - with a two-hour plenary block, including a moderated panel. And they end at 6:00 pm after a one-and-a-half hour plenary block. In between we have the parallel sessions.

Clarinet day is different, starting with parallel sessions at 8:30 a.m., again early and sharp, and closing the conference with a two-hour block at 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. There is variety of reasons to attend the Closing Session just as you are participating in the rest of the programme. It could be the scattered concert by Michel Marang and Wilma Thalen, it could be the future-oriented keynote by Dirk van Damme at OECD, it could be interest in the M-2009 Message of Maastricht that will be presented, it could be curiosity about the significant bridge that Georges Haddad will span to the UNESCO World Conference on Higher Education, it could be the wish to hear something about the next ICDE and EADTU conferences, and finally it could also be engagement and loyalty with the conference and all its participants. In summary, Clarinet day is a very attractive closing conference day!
Switching now to the parallel sessions that accommodate 250 presentations in 16 thematic strands. They cover, besides OER, themes like Quality Assurance, Technology Enhanced Learning, Teacher Training, Learner Support Services, Virtual Mobility, Cultural Diversity, Employability, Breaking Barriers, Removing Constraints, International Cooperation and Development, and others. The conference includes 14 workshops. Again I would like to refer you to the Full Programme Booklet as well as to the Abstract Book, which is also in your conference bag. Make sure you will start your selection on pages 20-23 of the Programme Booklet where you can match your personal interest with the overview of Parallel Sessions. Then go to the remaining pages where you will find the details per session. And finally - if you wish - you can look into the Abstract Book for a better insight beforehand in specific papers.
Now here are some statistics …

Most of the papers are from Europe, just over 50%. So, contrary to the European Commission which was completely blocked by the European Parliament elections today, the Europeans themselves are here! About 16% of the papers is from Asia, 12% from Northern America, 12% from Africa, 6% from Latin America, and 3% from Oceania.

Over 600 M-2009 participants come from 70 countries with the biggest delegations from The Netherlands and the UK, both over 60 people. Then we have an interesting group of countries with 20-25 representatives: Belgium, Brazil, China, India, Nigeria, South-Africa, Spain, and Sweden. In the category 15-20 participants we find: Canada, Indonesia, and USA. And 10-15 delegates are coming from Norway, Portugal, and Russian Federation, while 5-10 people are from Australia, Finland, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Italy, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sierra Leone, and Turkey. 

Let me now turn to some remarks on the M-2009 Conference Theme ‘Flexible Education for All: Open - Global - Innovative’, after what has been said already by previous speakers. We have deliberately chosen for the core of the theme to be identical to the UNESCO Ambition Education for All. In our view the four qualities that we have added: Flexible, Open, Global, and Innovative are important carriers to ultimately achieve this extremely relevant global Ambition.
Two of them, Flexible and Open, are positioned around - one could say embracing - the Ambition. And these are the two features that are key for the education and learning models that we at open universities around the world apply. 
The other two features, Global and Innovative, cannot be claimed exclusively by open universities. Innovation certainly also is a strong asset of our institutions when it comes to education and learning. But the innovation agenda should be strengthened with more evidence, based on research. And in the Global scene there are a lot of challenges, not so much in terms of exchanging strategies and policies, innovative initiatives, best practices, or valuable instruments. For that ICDE, EADTU and the other regional associations offer very helpful platforms. But at the institutional level much more can and should be done in order to match the globalization needs among the open universities, for example in the area of virtual mobility and the exchange of courses and staff.

Apart from these side remarks on the features Global and Innovative,
open universities around the world seem to be in a position where they can contribute significantly, much better than the conventional universities can do, to a gradual but steady realization of the Education for All ambition. Our model, our paradigm indeed has the power to achieve large-scale education with efficiency in servicing including personal support. And it has the potential to improve on that by increasingly referring to digital learning materials, online learning services and virtual learning activities, combined with a system of well-balanced personal engagement.
Dear colleagues, dear friends,

At the end of this Opening Ceremony let me say welcome to all of you here in Maastricht, in The Netherlands, where I do hope you will enjoy the open, flexible, innovative, and global (?) atmosphere.

May M-2009 with its major themes and challenges inspire you and offer you a fruitful and unforgettable learning experience!

Thank you for your attention!
Fred Mulder
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