Topic: 
Climate Adaptation in Coastal Regions

 

Identification of Criteria to Assess the Ability of Coastal Communities to Adapt to Climate Change

Since the publication of the latest report of the International Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) in 2007, climate change and its likely impacts are widely discussed. All over the world and for many regions societies debate on how to adapt to climate change and how to mitigate its further acceleration in a sustainable way.

Especially in low lying coastal regions the adaptation to the likely consequences of climate change is crucial. These regions are expected to be threatened by higher storm surges, higher precipitation or droughts and a changing wind climate. For example, in the southern North Sea region an appropriate and adequate coastal defence management is necessary to protect people and property. Accompanied with coastal defence, water management is an important issue in low lying areas, because agricultural use and other types of land use are strongly depending on an efficient water management, i.e. a well operating watering and drainage system. Nevertheless, other types of the use of land and sea and the way of living, trading and producing will also be affected by the changing climate. 

The topic of this case is related to the collaboration of European partners within a set of projects specific to adaptation strategies. These strategies and related measures have only been started to be developed recently. They have to implemented both on local and on regional level. The multiple facets of a comprehensive water management form the core elements of any strategy and scheme ensuring an sustainable development towards climate proof coastal areas. 

One envisaged result of the case is to identify generic or site specific criteria/indicators capable to assess the ability of coastal communities to adapt to the likely consequences of climate change. 
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