DECOUPLING

DECOUPLING OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRESSURE 

FROM QUALITY OF LIFE

The overall goal of sustainable economies is to reach a state where the general quality of life goes up while the environmental pressures go down (i.e. to reach so called decoupling). The subject of this seminar is therefore aimed at the phenomenon of decoupling of environmental pressure from quality of life. Analysis of decoupling is in fact based on the Driving Force‑Pressure‑State‑Impact‑ Response (DPSIR) framework, which evolved from the OECD Pressure‑State‑Response (PSR) model. Decoupling indicators describe the relationship between the first two components of the DPSIR model, i.e. a change in environmental pressure as compared to the change in driving force over the same period. There is a large array of indicators representing environmental pressures which are suitable for decoupling analysis. Environmental pressure can be represented, for instance, by consumption of energy or materials, traffic intensity, released emissions or generation of wastes. As the indicator of economic driving forces, gross domestic product (GDP) is often taken as a proxy for standard of living, welfare or quality of life. Level of decoupling differs across various European countries and various environmental pressure indicators due to the factors such as country size, population density, natural resource endowments, energy profile, (changes in) economic structure, consumer behavior, implementation of environmentally sound technologies etc... Student groups are therefore expected to elaborate a report in which they will concentrate on comparison of decoupling of several selected environmental pressure indicators from quality of life in various European countries. 
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