GEOCONSERVATION

Geoconservation - The Hateg Country Dinosaur Geopark
A European Geopark is defined as a territory with a particular geological heritage and which has a sustainable development plan to help promote economic development. While the majority of sites within a European Geopark must be geological in nature, European Geoparks adopt a holistic approach to sustainable tourism and sites demonstrating other aspects of a territories natural and cultural heritage are also promoted. While supporting education and promoting sustainable economic development, a European Geopark must ensure that no geological material from within the Geopark, and under its control, is sold or destroyed. 
A geopark can contribute to the objectives of Agenda 21, highlighting the potential for interaction between socio-economic development and conservation of the natural environment. A plan for sustainable development in a geopark territory needs interdisciplinary studies and cooperation among universities, local authorities and different stakeholders to be set up and implemented. 
The Hateg Country Dinosaur Geopark is located in Southern Transylvania near the main routes to Hungary, Serbia and Bulgaria. It covers an area of 102.392 ha and comprises 11 mayoralties. The management of the geopark is assured by the University of Bucharest. Following the European model, having a partnerships at local, national and international level, the Geopark must become a catalyst for local development in the fields of environment (nature conservation), cultural patrimony, traditional economic activities, (agriculture, handicraft), ecotourism,  social issues, education and training, raising awareness on European integration and promotion. The aim of this case study is to come up with creative ideas the future of the Hateg Country Dinosaurs Geopark in respect to sustainable development requirements. The student group can relate this vision to situations in other geoparks or to small projects. 
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